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The SME Office

• The SME Office

The SME Office is part of ESA’s Directorate of Commercialisation, Industry and 

Competitiveness

• The SME Policy

The Office implements and manages the SME Policy adopted by Member States, and 

coordinates its activities with other institutional actors, such as national space agencies 

• Objectives: 

• To facilitate the involvement of SMEs, including start-ups and newcomers, in the R&D 

activities and programmes of the Agency

• To address problems that are traditionally faced by SMEs (sustainability, viability, access 

to in-flight heritage, proper and timely information, etc)
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SME Definition

Staff 

headcount

Annual 

turnover

Balance 

sheet total

+ / -

and

or

Employ < 250 persons

≤ EUR 43 million≤ EUR 50 million

*Recommendation of the European Commission 2003/361/EC of 6 May 2003 (OJ L 124, 20.5.2003, p.36) 

Ownership, partnerships and linkages are taken into consideration when calculating staff numbers and financial amounts

A list of companies with a confirmed 

SME status is available in esa-star 

Registration: https://esastar-

emr.sso.esa.int/PublicEntityDir/PublicE

ntityDirSme

https://esastar-emr.sso.esa.int/PublicEntityDir/PublicEntityDirSme
https://esastar-emr.sso.esa.int/PublicEntityDir/PublicEntityDirSme
https://esastar-emr.sso.esa.int/PublicEntityDir/PublicEntityDirSme
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SME Landscape @ESA

SME

Upstream

Start-Ups

Non-Space

Downstream

Experienced 
SME

Space

2800 SMEs registered with ESA#

 1528 SMEs contracted*:

€
Commitments to SMEs*:

11.7%

*September 2024

*period 2019-2023
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SME Policy

General Support 
Measures

Procurement 
Measures

Industrial Policy 
Measures

Financial   
Measures

SME Policyhelpdesk

training networking & 

visibility
information & 

opportunities

standard 

subcontract SME share in large 

procurements

C1 - C4 clauses

geo-return

€ €
viability

advance payments
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SME Measures

Procurement Measures, e.g.:

• ESA Member States request to secure a share of their geographical return for SMEs (as trialed in Juice, 

Biomass)

• Shares for different types of industrial actors in large procurements (e.g. SME share)

• SME-specific levels of co-funding in certain types of ESA programmes

• Standard sub-contracts to secure IPR and payment conditions of lower levels

Industrial Policy Measures, e.g.:

• Procurement actions reserved for SMEs and "Non-Primes" (C1 – C4 measures)

Financial Measures, e.g.:

• Measures to ensure a neutral cash flow for SMEs, for ESA or prime contracts

• 35% advance payment measure

• Invoiceable PATP
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General Support Measures – Training

• R&D Proposal Writing

• Product Assurance in ESA Projects

• EEE Components Procurement

• ECSS

• Compliant Industrial Rates

• PSS Forms

• and many more
https://learninghub.esa.int

https://learninghub.esa.int/
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General Support Measures – Networking

➢ Industry Consultation Processes and Events such as the ESA SME Forum

➢ Events in Member States, Associate States and Cooperating States

➢ The ESA Industry Space Days

Next edition: 

18 +19 September 2024

ESA/ESTEC (Noordwijk, NL)

https://isd.esa.int/

https://learninghub.esa.int/content/sme-forum-preparatory-meeting-june-2022
https://isd.esa.int/
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Information Channels for SMEs

Use our channels to find relevant information:

• SME Portal: www.esa.int/sme

• SME Initiative Twitter account @ESAforSME

• SME Newsletter: https://bit.ly/2TzBL0q

• esa-match: https://esastar-esamatch-ext.sso.esa.int/

• B2B meetings and information events (e.g. the ESA Industry Space Days)

• Business with ESA LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/doing-business-with-esa

• ESA Learning Hub: learninghub.esa.int

Or reach out to us via the SME Office Helpdesk: sme-office@esa.int

http://www.esa.int/sme
https://twitter.com/ESAforSME
https://bit.ly/2TzBL0q
https://esastar-esamatch-ext.sso.esa.int/
https://isd.esa.int/
https://www.linkedin.com/showcase/doing-business-with-esa/
https://learninghub.esa.int/
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Thank you!
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Back-Up slides
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Engaging with ESA

Commercial Partnerships (in HRE)

Workplan-based, ESA-initiated activities (e.g. TDE, ARTES AT)

Market-driven, industry-initiated activities (e.g. GSTP Element 2, ARTES C&G, Incubed, etc)

Technology Transfer and Patents

Business Applications & Space Solutions (BASS)

Pubic-Private Partnerships More information about individual 

programmes and activities is 

available at:

https://www.esa.int/sme

https://www.esa.int/About_Us/Business_

with_ESA/Small_and_Medium_Sized_E

nterprises/ESA_brings_space_industry_t

ogether_online

ESA missions / development programmes
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Doing Business with ESA portal

Entity registration

Registration updates (1/year)

Access to Tender 

Documentation

Invitations to Tender (ITT) 

and Intended ITTs, Calls for 

Proposals

Requests to create Bid 

Restricted Area in esa-star 

Tendering

Submission of proposals
Finding partners and 

collaborators

https://doing-business.sso.esa.int/
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New ways of interacting with ESA

Open Space Innovation Platform (OSIP)

ideas.esa.int

• OSIP is a website that enables the 

submission of novel ideas for space 

technology and applications

• It is run through ESA’s Discovery & 

Preparation Programme

https://ideas.esa.int/
https://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Preparing_for_the_Future/Discovery_and_Preparation
https://www.esa.int/Our_Activities/Preparing_for_the_Future/Discovery_and_Preparation
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Interested in commercialisation?

Visit the Commercialisation Gateway to find information and opportunities: https://commercialisation.esa.int/

https://commercialisation.esa.int/
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More information

https://www.esa.int/About_Us/Business_with_ESA
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